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Running time 

Feature(s): 

Black Mass 

122:28 
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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The full decision will record that the film is a portrayal of the criminal career of James 
‘Whitey’ Bulger, a notorious crime boss and FBI informant who rose to prominence in 
South Boston in the 70s and 80s. The film includes frequent, but realistic, use of 





offensive language. It also includes realistic portrayals of some of the murders and 
violence that were features of Bulger’s career. The film does not in any way condone or 
promote such behaviours, so it is not “objectionable” under s3(2) of the Act. However, 
the Board considers it should be age-restricted pursuant to 3B of the Act, since some of 
the scenes of murder and violence are unsuitable for audiences under the age of 16 
years, who are unlikely to have the maturity to contextualise the violence as a realistic 
portrayal of historical events. 



